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Topics Addressed:

❖Synar Study Updates

❖STEP/TEP/PREP Updates

❖AET Updates

❖Masterword Translation Updates

❖Open Conversations, JPK, and Embrace Recovery Campaigns Updates

❖GMS/Prevention Data Portal Updates

❖SOR Updates

❖Upcoming Trainings
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Synar Updates
STATE FY25 (FFY 2026) SYNAR STUDY

The study timeframe will be December 9, 2024 – February 28, 2025, or March 7, 2025 – May 30, 2025.  This is dependent upon 
which group you are in.

• Group 1:  Regions 2 and 3 are December 9 – February 28.  If you are requesting an extension due to extenuating circumstances, 
you must submit the request in writing to DAODAS by February 14, 2025. Paperwork must be mailed to DAODAS by March 7, 
2025.

◦ Group 2:  Regions 1 and 4 are March 7 – May 30.  If you are requesting an extension due to extenuating circumstances, you must 
submit the request in writing to DAODAS by May 9, 2025. Paperwork must be mailed to DAODAS by June 6, 2025.

Regions 2 and 3 must complete the “Synar Regulation: Implications for South Carolina” training on Relias between October 18, 2024, 
and November 8, 2024. Regions 1 and 4 must complete the “Synar Regulation: Implications for South Carolina” training on Relias 
between January 17, 2025, and February 7, 2025.

If an outlet you have received exists, as far as you know, but is not in your county, you must inform state Synar staff by December 6, 
2024 (Regions 2 and 3), or by February 27, 2025 (Regions 1 and 4).  You can lose your bonus for not doing this.

During the initial review process, if the coordinator has reliable knowledge that an outlet does not sell cigarettes and/or electronic 
nicotine delivery systems (ENDS), the outlet could be marked for non-consideration and replaced.  All outlet exclusions must be 
confirmed with a telephone call or a physical site visit to ensure that the business does not sell tobacco products.  If an outlet is 
deemed to not sell cigarettes and/or ENDS, inform DAODAS by December 6, 2024 (Regions 2 and 3) or by February 27, 2025 
(Regions 1 and 4) to receive a replacement outlet. Questions: email prevention@daodas.sc.gov

mailto:prevention@daodas.sc.gov
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STEP Updates
Counties can earn STEP points for some or all of the following efforts:

• Conducting tobacco compliance checks,

• Reporting new tobacco outlets and cleaning their list frame,

• Merchant Education,

• Tobacco Education Program,

• Point-of-Sale Taskforce development,

• Merchant Pledge(s),

• Establishing multi-jurisdictional law enforcement agreements around tobacco.

Please use the following designated STEP email address to ask DAODAS questions regarding STEP: 
daodas.stepprogram@daodas.sc.gov

Additionally, all templates, forms, and the new STEP Cover Sheet are on the SC Documents webpage: 
Search STEP. Submit by Friday, June 6, 2025, for points to be counted this fiscal year.

mailto:daodas.stepprogram@daodas.sc.gov
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TEP Updates
Updated Process

The following steps must be followed before an individual is allowed to facilitate TEP on their own: 

Individual must take the Relias self-paced recording of the new TEP curriculum. Then send this certificate to DAODAS.

Individual must attend a TEP TOT taught by a certified TEP instructor/facilitator. 

Individual must facilitate a TEP class while being observed by a Certified Facilitator. 

◦ At this point you will email DAODAS for access to the password-protected TEP materials located on the DAODAS website.

◦ This can be done with the certified facilitator attending virtually or in-person. The certified facilitator must provide feedback at 
the end of the observed class for the in-process facilitator in order for certification to be complete.

TEP COMMITTEE MEMBERS

a. Region 1: Dana Brock

b. Region 2: New Member Needed

c. Region 3: Trevor Brown

d. Region 4: Saundra Wigfall, Tonya Avery

.
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PREP Updates
All materials are on DAODAS 
website: https://www.daodas.sc.gov/services/prevention/merchant-initiatives/

PREP Training Materials- this is a password protected site

Password will be provided via email once staff members complete TOT

TOT training on Relias:  The video can be found under the following title and individuals 
can self-enroll South Carolina Palmetto Retailers Education Program Training of 
Trainers 2022 (PREP TOT)

Please use the fillable forms-all names and addresses should be typed into the new 
forms-handwriting is difficult to read and postage is being wasted when cards are 
returned to the agency.

Committee will meet in near future to discuss any updates/revisions

***Mailing Update: If your class has 10 or more participants, the class will be mailed to one address.***

https://www.daodas.sc.gov/services/prevention/merchant-initiatives/
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AET Updates
NIAAA Fall/pre-Holiday Resources

Stay mindful of alcohol’s adverse effects on health this fall | National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and 
Alcoholism (NIAAA) (nih.gov)

Support your team and your guests: Tips for hosting a party including guests who may not be drinking | 
National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) (nih.gov)

Holiday party? Here are tips for hosting a party including guests who may not be drinking | National 
Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism (NIAAA) (nih.gov)

AET OOTH Holiday Social Media Calendar – COMING SOON!

https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.niaaa.nih.gov/about-niaaa/directors-page/niaaa-directors-blog/stay-mindful-alcohols-adverse-effects-health-fall__;!!GpFojh-4Mw!OFkkGc2cxkjEp5HCYFq--2Kgg2WuUKgILiK7AmPjn--kVUDYVOLekPSCVFCCSL9pemKZfv8yTtIAigEq7eOi1cXt$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.niaaa.nih.gov/about-niaaa/directors-page/niaaa-directors-blog/stay-mindful-alcohols-adverse-effects-health-fall__;!!GpFojh-4Mw!OFkkGc2cxkjEp5HCYFq--2Kgg2WuUKgILiK7AmPjn--kVUDYVOLekPSCVFCCSL9pemKZfv8yTtIAigEq7eOi1cXt$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.niaaa.nih.gov/about-niaaa/directors-page/niaaa-directors-blog/support-your-team-and-your-guests-tips-hosting-party-including-guests-who-may-not-be-drinking__;!!GpFojh-4Mw!OFkkGc2cxkjEp5HCYFq--2Kgg2WuUKgILiK7AmPjn--kVUDYVOLekPSCVFCCSL9pemKZfv8yTtIAigEq7XUsXMqw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.niaaa.nih.gov/about-niaaa/directors-page/niaaa-directors-blog/support-your-team-and-your-guests-tips-hosting-party-including-guests-who-may-not-be-drinking__;!!GpFojh-4Mw!OFkkGc2cxkjEp5HCYFq--2Kgg2WuUKgILiK7AmPjn--kVUDYVOLekPSCVFCCSL9pemKZfv8yTtIAigEq7XUsXMqw$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.niaaa.nih.gov/about-niaaa/directors-page/niaaa-directors-blog/holiday-party-here-are-tips-hosting-party-including-guests-who-may-not-be-drinking__;!!GpFojh-4Mw!OFkkGc2cxkjEp5HCYFq--2Kgg2WuUKgILiK7AmPjn--kVUDYVOLekPSCVFCCSL9pemKZfv8yTtIAigEq7f1Dg7qS$
https://urldefense.com/v3/__https:/www.niaaa.nih.gov/about-niaaa/directors-page/niaaa-directors-blog/holiday-party-here-are-tips-hosting-party-including-guests-who-may-not-be-drinking__;!!GpFojh-4Mw!OFkkGc2cxkjEp5HCYFq--2Kgg2WuUKgILiK7AmPjn--kVUDYVOLekPSCVFCCSL9pemKZfv8yTtIAigEq7f1Dg7qS$
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Masterword Updates
Current Translations

For your reference, here is a list of materials currently 
translated or in process:

CTC Survey – Spanish

DAODAS Standard Survey – Spanish

Open Conversations Materials – Spanish
◦ Palm Cards

◦ Bookbag and Conversation Jar Starters

◦ Conversation Catchers

PREP Participant Manual and Certification Test:
◦ Hindi

◦ Gujarati

◦ Spanish

◦ Portuguese

◦ In Process: Turkish

Open Conversations Placemats and Cards – In 
process: Spanish

One Fake Pill Can Kill material – In Process: 
Spanish

Embrace Recovery: Language of Recovery – In 
Process: Spanish

Out of Their Hands Logo – In Process: Spanish
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Open Conversations, JPK, and Embrace Recovery Campaign Updates
Utilizing various funding sources (SOR 25, State funds, ARPA, SUPTR BG, etc.:

DAODAS is working with State Procurement to post two RFPs: The first RFP will be for a media firm that can 
assist with developing content for running PSA spots for each campaign on various mediums (network/cable 
TV, streaming services and over-the-top television) during the grant.

The second RFP will be for DAODAS to secure a vendor that can provide content development and 
management of the three campaign's social media platforms when the previous vendor contract ends 
(February 2025-September 2025). The scope of work will include development of content (to include the 
creation of graphics), weekly management of the campaigns' social media channels and placement of 
content via paid and organic posts. 

Finally, DAODAS will work with continue to work with various vendors such as I-Heart media for terrestrial 
radio and streaming platforms; National CineMedia (NCM) to air PSA messages before new release movies 
in the theaters across the state; and work with colleges/universities in South Carolina to place ads on the 
college campus venues such as football, basketball and baseball stadiums, digital boards in the library, 
dinning hall and student centers. DAODAS will also seek additional large-scale events in SC to place 
messages in the communities such as high school state championship sporting events, NASCAR, SC State 
Fair, etc.
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Open Conversations – Spanish Order Form Link
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GMS/Prevention Data Portal Updates

Reporting Updates will be deployed Monday, November 11th (Veteran's Day Holiday). Reminder will be 
sent out on Friday.

Reporting - Volunteer Hours

•Created a new report titled “Volunteer Hours” to display time entry for Volunteer participation.

•Organization and County are filtered based on the authenticated user’s Organizations.

•Grant is filtered based on the Organization.

•Objective is filtered based on Grant.

•Performance Measure is filtered based on Objective.

•All filter criteria is required to run the report, except Volunteer ID.

NOTE: The Volunteer Hours report will be updated in a future sprint to allow reporting at the Grant level as 
well as more granular at the Performance Measure level.
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Portal Updates: Add Strategy Description: Introduced a description under each Strategy on the portal 
Prevention page.
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 Portal - Update Java Script to hide fields on READ ONLY forms: Updated the JavaScript on submitted forms 
to hide the fields listed below that are not relevant to the form content (example below)
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Portal - Set Required Fields: Added a “required to submit” error message to the forms listed below to set 
fields as required upon submission

Example: Multi-Agency Coordination/Collaboration/Coalition Meetings

11/8/2024 16

Updated Synar Form to be like the compliance check form. One form will be completed per 
Synar visit
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Added JavaScript to the forms listed below to validate the Demographics for Age, Race, Gender, and 
Ethnicity are complete AND the counts in each section equal the field to increment the Amount on the 
Performance Measure.

One more additional update will be deployed in December.
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SOR Updates
Intervention Services: Harm reduction contracts for overdose reversal agent, fentanyl test strips and 
xylazine test strips are in the process of being sent out to agencies.

Primary Prevention Services: DAODAS is working on an RFP to fund up to 10 local community coalitions or 
non-profit organizations to implement evidence-based primary prevention educational programs with the 
goal of reducing the consequences of opioid misuse among youth and young adults in South Carolina. 

A minimum of 100 school-aged youth/young adults from each site, for a total of 1,000 across the state, 
will be reached each year of the grant. The organizations will select an evidence-based program from a list 
provided by DAODAS and must be implemented with fidelity to maximize the potential for desired positive 
programmatic outcomes. 

In addition to the requirement of implementing the educational program, funded sites must also select 
other primary prevention strategies to implement based on their local community data. Strategies can 
include information dissemination, alternative and/or environmental primary prevention activities to 
increase protective factors and reduce risk factors among youth and young adults related to opioids and 
stimulants in their community.

Working on developing a web-based application for youth/young adults similar to Washington State's 
"Check In With Yourself" app (Check-In With Yourself – Young Adult Emotions & Health)

https://sites.uw.edu/yacheckin/
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Upcoming Trainings – Prevention Pop Ins
❑Prevention Pop In: Advocacy and Community Organizing 
(Deborah DePaoli)
❑Nov 12th 2:00-3:30 via Zoom

❑Prevention Pop In: STEP Overview (Kallie Snipes)
❑Nov 21st 2:00-3:30 via Zoom

❑Prevention Pop In: Transdisciplinary Supervision (HOPE 
WWR)
❑December 10th 10:00-11:00 via Zoom
❑*Future Prevention Pop Ins will be sent out via email in January. 
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Advocacy STEP Overview Transdisciplinary Supervision
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Upcoming Trainings

Prevention Pop In – Call for 
Presenters!!
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2024 Conference: November 18-20

The 37th National Liquor Law Enforcement Association Annual Conference will be held in 
Wilmington, North Carolina in conjunction with the North Carolina Department of Public 
Safety, Alcohol Law Enforcement Division. Check out the conference details and 
registration HERE

11/8/2024 22

https://members.nllea.org/eventcalendar/details/national-liquor-law-enforcement-association-37th-annual-conference-960735
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High in Plain Sight: Current Drug Trends

Thursday, February 20, 2025

8:30 am –12:30 pm

Central Carolina Technical College Building
506 N. Guignard Drive
Sumter, SC 29150

Hosted by Sumter Behavioral Health and 
Clarendon Behavioral Health Services



South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services

11/8/2024 24

Registration Link for December 10th:
High in Plain Sight: Current Drug Trends Event for 
First Responders

-DAODAS Tall Cop Training: Monday, Feb 3rd in 
Columbia
  - More information to come.

https://form.jotform.com/242736159121151
https://form.jotform.com/242736159121151
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Join us from February 3 – 6,  2025 for the premier 
training event for community leaders, coalition 
members, and advocates committed to the prevention 
field. CADCA equips coalitions with the tools, 
knowledge, and support necessary to create positive 
change in their communities, and this year’s Forum 
promises to be our most impactful yet. With over 
4,000 attendees from across the globe, we will share 
insights, learn best practices, and network with like-
minded professionals. Featuring over 100 workshops, 
plenary sessions with renowned speakers, and 
countless opportunities for professional development, 
the 2025 CADCA Forum is your chance to gain the 
resources needed to drive positive change. And the 
ever-popular SAMHSA Prevention Day and Capital Hill 
day will be highlights for all to experience.

Individual Registration

https://s2.goeshow.com/cadca/forum/2025/indreg.cfm
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The 2025 Lifesavers Conference provides a national platform 
with approximately 70 workshops in ten tracks, plenary sessions, 
and an extensive exhibit hall. The Lifesavers Conference program 
is designed to engage federal, state and local government, law 
enforcement, public health, injury prevention, advocacy, and 
non-profit organization professionals in an exchange of ideas, 
strategies, and programs to reduce preventable injuries and 
deaths.
Don’t miss this opportunity to network with highway safety 
professionals highlighting research to practice efforts across the 
country!

lifesavers25.eventscribe.net/aaStatic.asp?SFP=TkxXTkhRV1VAMT
k3NDc

https://lifesavers25.eventscribe.net/aaStatic.asp?SFP=TkxXTkhRV1VAMTk3NDc
https://lifesavers25.eventscribe.net/aaStatic.asp?SFP=TkxXTkhRV1VAMTk3NDc


South Carolina Department of Alcohol and Other Drug Abuse Services

11/8/2024 27

The largest national collaboration of professionals from local, 
state, and federal agencies, business, academia, treatment 
providers, and allied communities impacted by prescription drug 
misuse and illicit drug use. This year it will be held April 21-24, 
2025, in Nashville, TN.

Register | Rx and Illicit Drug Summit 2025

https://www.hmpglobalevents.com/rx-summit/rates
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11th Biennial Northwest Alcohol and Substance Abuse Conference

July 14-15, 2025

Boise Riverside Hotel Conference Center 

2900 W. Chinden Blvd., Boise, Idaho

At the Northwest Alcohol (& Substance Abuse) Conference, many types of individuals 
come together to collaborate, learn, network, and share ideas on drug and alcohol 
abuse prevention. Attendees include police officers, juvenile probation officers, 
educators, government leaders, prevention specialists, coalition leaders, and many 
others. The Northwest Alcohol Conference considers itself one-of-a-kind, with the 
focus on collaboration rather than one type of audience.

Call for Proposals Is OPEN!

11/8/2024 28

https://www.northwestalcoholconference.org/call-proposals
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Held for 4 days during the summer, the Mid-Year Training 
Institute (MYTI) offers in-depth, interactive training 
sessions geared specifically for community coalition leaders 
and staff. MYTI also includes two levels of training for the 
National Youth Leadership Initiative activities (i.e., Key 
Essentials and Advanced). From fundamentals of coalition 
building and strategic planning to evaluation and research, 
you will walk away motivated and inspired.

The next event will take place at the Gaylord Opryland, 
located in Nashville, TN from July 20–24, 2025.

More information will be posted on the website soon.

Home

https://midyear.cadca.org/
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The 2025 National Prevention Network Conference will be 
hosted from August 11-13, 2025, at the Grand Hyatt 
Washington in Washington, D.C. 

Details will be posted on the website in the upcoming months.

NPN Conference

11/8/2024 30

https://npnconference.org/
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UPCOMING DAODAS PREVENTION TRAININGS FOR 2025:

FEBRUARY 12, 2025

10:00 am - 1:00 pm

Prevention Ethics Refresher (February 2025)

MARCH 24-27, 2025

March 24, 2025 @ 8:30 am - March 27, 2025 @ 4:00 pm

SPF Application for Prevention Success Training (March 2025)

MAY 13, 2025

May 13, 2025 @ 9:00 am - May 14, 2025 @ 2:00 pm

Prevention Ethics (May 2025)

11/8/2024 31

https://www.daodas.sc.gov/calendar/prevention-ethics-refresher-february-2025/
https://www.daodas.sc.gov/calendar/spf-application-for-prevention-success-training-march-2025/
https://www.daodas.sc.gov/calendar/prevention-ethics-may-2025/
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Upcoming meetings for 2025: 

❑ February TBD-changing due to CADCA

❑May 1, 2025

❑ August 7, 2025

❑ November 6, 2025

11/8/2024 32
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National Prevention Week is a public 
education platform showcasing the work of 
communities and organizations across the 
country that are preventing substance use 
and promoting positive mental health.

Purpose of National Prevention Week
Each Year, Our Work Includes:
•Involving communities in raising awareness of substance misuse and mental health issues, 
implementing prevention strategies, and showcasing the effectiveness of evidence-based prevention 
programs.
•Fostering partnerships and collaborations with federal agencies and national organizations 
dedicated to improving public health.
•Promoting and disseminating quality substance use prevention and mental health promotion 
resources and publications.
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Evaluation Link
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Questions?
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1801 Main Street, 12th Floor • Columbia, South Carolina  29201
telephone: 803-896-5555 • fax: 803-896-5557

www.daodas.sc.gov
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